
 2018 NEW MEXICO STATEWIDE NURSING EDUCATORS CONFERENCE 
Nursing Education and the Resurgence of Primary Care Nursing: 

Expanding the Role of the Registered Nurse 
 

June 11-12, 2018 
Hotel Albuquerque at Old Town, 800 Rio Grande Blvd. NW, Albuquerque, NM 87104 

 

DAY 1: MONDAY, JUNE 11 
 

8:00 – 8:30 Registration/continental breakfast  

8:30 – 8:40 
Welcome/Administrative announcements: 
Kim McKinley, DNP, RN, ACNP-BC, Board President, New Mexico Center for Nursing Excellence, 
Assistant Professor, University of New Mexico College of Nursing 

8:40 – 9:45 

THE EMERGING ROLE OF RNS IN TRANSFORMING PRIMARY CARE:  
POPULATION-FOCUSED, PERSON-CENTERED, NURSE-LED  
Margaret Flinter, PhD, APRN, c-FNP, FAAN, FAANP, Senior Vice President & Clinical Director, 
Community Health Center, Inc., The Weitzman Institute 

9:45 – 10:00 Break 

10:00 – 10:45  

NEW MEXICO PRIMARY CARE ASSOCIATION: HOW DOES NURSING FIT INTO THEIR MODEL OF CARE? VALUE BASED 
REIMBURSEMENT AND THE NEED FOR PRIMARY CARE NURSING.  
Karen Sakala, RN, BSN 
Director of Quality and Data, New Mexico Primary Care Association  

10:45 – 11:30 
PROJECT ECHO ON PRIMARY CARE CLINIC 
Van Roper, PhD, RN, FNP-BC, Project ECHO TeleECHO Clinical Medical Director, 
Clinician Educator, Assistant Professor, University of New Mexico College of Nursing 

11:30 – 12:00 CHANGES TO NEW MEXICO NURSE LICENSING SYSTEM 
Sasha Poole, PhD, RN, Director of Education & Practice, New Mexico Board of Nursing 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch        

1:00 – 2:00 

WORKSHOP ACTIVITY  
TRAINING THE NEXT GENERATION OF RNS TO A HIGH PERFORMANCE MODEL OF CARE: 
How to Partner with a Primary Care Practice to Design and Create a Primary Care DEU (Dedicated 
Education Unit) the Invites and Excites BSN Students to Consider Primary Care as a Practice Specialty 
Facilitated by Margaret Flinter   

2:00 – 3:00 
CHALLENGES OF TRANSITIONING YOUTH WITH SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS 
Doris, Tinagero, DNP, RN-C, Executive Director, UNM Carrie Tingley Hospital and Pediatrics 
Ambulatory 

3:00 – 3:15 Break 

3:15 – 4:15 COORDINATING RESOURCES IN INDIAN COUNTRY  
Melissa Wyaco, RN, Chief Nurse Executive, Indian Health Services, ACL Service Unit 

4:15 – 4:30 Closing and evaluations 
4:30 Adjourn 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

DAY 2:  TUESDAY, JUNE 12 
 

8:00 – 8:30 Registration/continental breakfast 

8:30 – 8:40 
Welcome/Administrative announcements:  
Kim McKinley, DNP, RN, ACNP-BC, Board President, New Mexico Center for Nursing Excellence, 
Assistant Professor, University of New Mexico College of Nursing 

8:40 – 9:45 PRIMARY CARE NURSING: SERVING A DIVERSE COMMUNITY 
Donna Thompson, RN, MS, Chief Executive Officer, Access Community Health Network 

9:45– 10:00 Break 

10:00 – 11:30 

PRIMARY CARE NURSING ADDRESSING THE SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH  & OPPORTUNITIES FOR CLINICAL 
PLACEMENTS IN PUBLIC HEALTH 
Dominic Rodriguez, MSN, RN, Director of Nursing Services, NM Dept. of Health, Public Health 
Division, Northwest Region 

11:30 – 12:30 Lunch 

12:30 – 1:15 

PREPARING NURSING STUDENTS FOR COMMUNITY-BASED PRIMARY ARE NURSING: 
THE NMNEC CURRICULUM PRIMARY CARE CONCEPTS 
LeeAnna Vargas, MSN, RN, Lecturer, University of New Mexico College of Nursing 
Loren Kelly, MSN, RN, Clinician Educator, Instructor, University of New Mexico College of Nursing 

1:15 – 2:15 

PANEL: NURSING STUDENT EXPERIENCE IN NON-ACUTE CLINICAL SETTINGS 
Student Panel moderated by: 
Loren Kelly, MSN, RN, Clinician Educator, Instructor, University of New Mexico College of Nursing 
Judy Liesveld, PhD, RN, PPCNP-BC, CNE, Education Team Chair, Clinician Educator, Associate 
Professor, University of New Mexico College of Nursing 

2:15 – 2:30 Break 

2:30 – 3:45 

CONFERENCE WRAP-UP: CHALLENGES/BEST PRACTICES/HOW DO WE ALL WORK TOGETHER? 
Judy Liesveld, PhD, RN, PPCNP-BC, CNE, Education Team Chair, Clinician Educator, Associate 
Professor, University of New Mexico College of Nursing 
Diane Evans-Prior, DNP, RN, Academic Affairs Director of Nursing, School of Health, Wellness, & 
Public Safety, Central New Mexico Community College 

3:45 – 4:00 Closing and evaluations 
4:00 Adjourn 

 

 


